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Leading Incidents and Episodes
of the War of the Rebellion.
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Ey HORACE GREELEY.

THE STONE RIVER BATTLE.

Rosecrans Takes Buell's Army—Fight- }
ing the Way to Stone River— Ter-
rific Combat Won by Rosecrans,
Bragg Withdraws.

Gen. Rosecrans, on assuming command of
Buell’s Army of the Ohio, Oct. 30, 1862,
found it serionsly depleted and demoralized
by the exhanstive marches and indecisive
conflicts of the last six months. With a
strength fully adequate to the rout and de-
stroction of all the forces led into Kentucky
by Bragg and Kirby Smith, it had seen that
State mavaged throughout by that locust
horde, which had in due time recrossed the

Cumberland Mountains unassailed, retarning
to East Tennessee as if in trinmph.

Of the 100,000 men formerly borne on its
mauster-rells, he found, on examination, no
Jess than 26,482 “‘absent by authority '’'—
most, but not nearly all of them, doubhtless,
in hospitals, sick or wounded; while 6,484
more were ‘‘absent without authority '’—in
other words, had deserted.

His eflective force was thus reduced to
about 65,000 men; while his cavalry was =0
inferior in numbers and efficiency that the
troopers of Forrest and John Morgan rode
around us at will, striking at posts and sapply
trains, and compelling enormous, and con-
stantly increasing, exhaunsting details to keep
open our communications and preserve our
army from starvation,

THREE GRAXD DIVISTONS,

The railroad from Louisville to Nashville
had been reopened to and across Green River;
so that, though there was no considerable force
of the enemy in its front—DBrage's army
being still on its tedious, toilsome, circuitous
retrent through East Tennessee—onr army
was clustered around Bowling Green, whence
it could advance only so fast as the repair of
its sole line of supply should be pewected.

Its designation had been changed to Four-
teenth Corps; the Department having been
curtailed, and rechristened that of the Cum-
berland. It was now organized into three
grand divisions: the right, under Maj.-Gen.
McCook, with Brig.-Gens. J. W. Sill, Phil.
H. Sheridan, and Col. W. E. Woodrufl at
the head of its subordinate divisions
ively: the center, under Maj.-Gen. Geo, H.
Thomas, with its subprdinate divisions led
by Maj.-Gen. L. H. Roussean, PBrig.-Gens.
Negley, Palmer, Damont, and Fry; whereot
Domont and Fry were soon relieved, and
Palmer transferred to the left wing, of which
Mai.-Gen. T. L. Crittenden had command,
and which consisted of the sub-divisions of
Brig.-Gens. T..J. Wood, H. P. Van Cleve,
and W. 8. Smith,
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Maj.-Gen. Joseph Wheeler, who was giving his testimony

wwn in the background as the right of

Rosecrans assigned the chief command of his | . _ )
dilapidated cavalry to Maj.-Gen. D. 8. Stan- | Moore, who had hastily taken post on a hill,
ley; while Lieut.-Col. Julins P. Garesche—an  and who soon contrived to evince every
officer of rare capacity and merit—was placed  Species of incapacity. save |'w|l|:|;.‘s cowardice,
at the head of his staff, with Capt. J. St. surrendered, and was huorried off with about
Clair Morton as Chief Engineer, and Col. | 1,700 of his men, the residue escaping -'l.il‘ll
Wm. Truesdail as Chief of Army Police. giving the alarm at the Springs, \‘v]n-u‘:-‘: Col.

o Harlan’s Brigade arrived just in time to
BRAGG AT MURFREESBORO. throw a few shells after the escaping rebels,

The milroad having been rendered service- | scaring them from some of their plunder and

able, Rosecrans left, Nov. 10, Bowling |taking a few prisoners.
Green by special train for Mitchelleville, | Moore's men were first hurried to Muorfrees-
where he took horse and proceeded to Nash- | boro, stripped by the way of their blankets
ville, whose garrison, commanded by Gen. !:aml overcoats, and thence marched directly
Negley, he reviewed the next day. His di- | up toouy lines to be there exchanged —con-
visions, as they arrived, were thrown out in | trary to the cartel sgrecd on by the military

mainly rested. Next morning, MoConk
pressed on to Wilkineon's Cr ssronds, “<ix
miles from Murfreeshiro; whi'e Crittende.s,
with Palmer’s Divisioa in advinece, movel
on the main Murfreeshoro pile tr Sfone
River, finding the rebel army in position
along the bluf's across that stream.

Palmer, observing an apparently retrograde
movement on the part of the cne.ny, erronc-
ously reported to Healqnarters that they
were retreating, and Crittend«n was there-
upon ordered to push acros a division and
occapy  Maorfreeshoro,  Harker's  Brigude
was  accordingly sent across—the stream
being  almost  everywhere fordable —and

front of the city, covering the roads leading | chiefs of the belligerents.
ronthward, the command of the right here Gen. Rosecrans exchanged them, but gave
devolving on Gen, Jeff C. Davis; Gen. R. B. | notice that he would do 50 no more. In the

1 r ! | - -
Nashville, enabling him 1o go to the front, | were killed or wonnded. .
while Daomont’s Division was merged: a Two davs later Wheeler, with a large force
pew one being created. and Brig.-Gen. J. J. | of mounted infantry and cavalry, attacked a

drove a rebel regiment back upon their main
body in some confosion; but prisoners thus

corps was there present, Crittenden wisely
took the responsibility of disobeyving Rise-
crans’s order, and, favored by mghtfall,
withdrew Huarker aeross the river without

Revnold's assigned to its command, | brigade of our infantry, under Col. Stanley
Until the railroad was fully reopened, | Matthews, which was foraging between the
Nov. 12, hence to Lonisville, our men only | two armies, but was received with deter-
lived from hand to mouth, rendering a far- | mined spirit and driven off, with a Joss of 100
ther advance Impossibile, so that Brage's |[to our 40, Matthews returned in trinmph,
srmy had time to conclude its long march | bringing in his train, and was publicly
and reappear in our front at Murfreeshoro | thanked by Rosecrans, y
before Rosecrans was prepared 10 assume the | Gen. Stanley having received and dis-
ollensive, [ tribut>d amonge his best horsemen some 2,000
Meantime Morgan had been exhibiting his| revolving rifles, resolved to test their effiei-
audacity and vigor as a leader of cavalry, |ency. Pushing down the turnpike leading
Keveral daring dashes on our r-rlilpl_\-um;_-- | to Franklin he rode into that town, driving
below Mitchellsville had resulted in  the | the rebel videts before him, taking a few
capture of a number of our wagons and at | prisoners, gaining important intelligence, and
Jeast 150 men; Lieut. Beals and 20 men of | returning to his camp in triumph.
the 4th Mich. av. had bLeen picked up Nov. II ROSECRANS'S ADVANCE.
26 mear Stone Hiver; but Gen. Stanley, re- At length—two months’ provisions having
porting for _'1:”-" about this time, soon drove | been accumulated at Nashville, and a good
the rebel m‘"h'r‘ irom onr rear; and, in several | part of the rebel cavalry having been dis-
pariisan &fiairs oocurring mrw'”".‘ .:'”('!-“‘;lrd' patched to West Tennessee and 1o Kentucky
the advantage was with e Texas regi- |G operate on our lines of supply— Rosecrans
ment being chased Nov. 27 bv Col. John | determined to advance.

[ 1y T 7 sg o1 . s F'ri -11 :

Ke ”“_'IL‘ ’”_';'91 l';,_'.‘"”"“? “"“]f‘ ,:_'"Kl. ri:"kllf" | His disposable force had been reduced by
turnpike, while Brig.-Gen. E. N. Kirk that | details and by casualties to 46,910 men, of
day drove Wheeler of Lavergne, Wheeler |

A whom 41,421 were infantry, 2,223 artillery,
bimsell being wounded. {and 3,266 cavalry—mauch of the cavalry very
Phil Sheridan, on _another road, pressed | raw. The right wing, under MeCook, num-
the encmy back to Nolensville without loss |y, 4 15,933; the center, under Thomas, 13,-
o our part, and Col. l‘”}"',n”" 42d 111, sur- 395; the left, under Crittenden, 13,285; be-
prised and capt ured Capt. Portch and a small sides Morton’s Brigade of Engineers, num-
squad of Morgan's men, bringing in thei bering 1,700 - &
arms and horses, This SR RO T A el .

ez : 5 s army was essentially weakened by its

A sobel ~shice having about this time dashed division—or rather dispersion—into no less
across the ( ”””"':._h‘"'l near Hartsville, capt- than 110 infantry and 10 cavalry regiments,
;;:!”l“" A lorage train and its esoort, May. Hill, | i¢5 artillerymen serving no less than 24 bat-

ud. , chased the captors 15 miles, recover- teries, or 150 guns

ing all we had lost, and killing some 18 or 20 Our army, now well concentrated in front
rebels, for wl.:.rh he was puhh_f-i_v' compli- of Nashville, commenced its advance at day-
mented by Rosecrans; who, finding that light Dec. 26, Rosecrans and staff riding out
some of lis soldiers were base enough to sur- of Nashville to join it several hours after-
o wanltnnly 6 (i enemy, in ordet to be ward. The three grand divisions covered all
paroled and sent home, had 50 of th".m"_‘ﬂ,’* the roads leading south and southwest from
dressed up in ridiculous nightcaps, Nov. 28, |, city. Of course, it rained heavily, as
and ‘lhu-s paraded before their jeering com- usual when our Generals attempted an im-
ff‘d”’ through '\'af},'””(' to the music of the portant movement in Winter; and McCook,

Rogue’s March,”” after which they were| " right, was soon enveloped in a fog so
forwarded to the parole camp in Indiana. dense as 1o brihg him to a halt.
The lesson did not require repetition. Within two miles after passing our picket-

SURPRISED BY MORGAN, line our advance was resisted by heavy bodies

Gen. Thomas having thrown forward on |of cavalry, well backed by mfantry and artil-
our Jeft a brigade—nearly 2,000 strong-—to | lery, who skirmished sharply and constantly,
Hartsville, its command fell to Col. A. B, |taking advantage of the continually increas-
Moore, 104th 111, who allowed himself to be | ing roughness of the country, which is in
surprised, Dec. 7, by Morgan, at the head of | good part heavily wooded with forests of oak
1,500 cavalry and mounted infantry, and [and dense thickets of cedar, rendering the
most disgracefully eaptured, though the resi- | movement slow and by no means bloodless,
duoe of Gen. Dumont’s Division was at Cas- MeCook, with our right, rested that night
tilian Springs, only nine miles distant, at Nolensville, and the next at Triune.

Moore had neglected to fortify or even in- | Crittenden, with our left, adyvanced the first
trench kimself; his videts were surprised and [day to Lavergne, and the next to Stewart's
picked up; Morgan advauced on him at 7 a. | creek, where Rosecrans seems to have ex-
w., in brosd daylight, having previously | pected that the rebels might give him battle.
gaived bis rear without exciting any alarm. The third day, being Sunday, our troops

serions loss,
Next dav, Dee. 30, McCook fought his way
[ down nearly to Stone Biver, somewhat west
of Murfresshoro, and before night our army
was nearly all imsposition along a line streteh-
Ling irregnlarly from north to south, a dis-

" |tanee of some three or four miles: Critten-

den on the left, Thomas in the center, and
'McCook on the right: and, at 9 p. m., the
|threz met, by invitation, at Josecrans's
| Headquarters, and received their orders for
{ the morrow,

| It being now certain that Braze had de-
{ liberately chosen this as his ground whereon
(Lo stand and fight, and that he had con-
| centrated here his forces, while his cavalry so
|.~*Luhlmruly contested and impeded our ad-
vance, Roseerans proposed at daylight to
throw forward his left and center, erushing
Breckinridge, who held the rebel right, and
then, wheeling rapidly, fall with overwhelm-
ing foree in front and flank on their center,
sweeping through Murfreeshoro and gaining
the rear of the enemy’s center and left,
pushing them off their natural line of retreat,
and so cutting up and destroying their entire
army. In pursuance of this plan, Van Cleve’s
Division, on our extreme leit, advanced soon
after daylight; Wood’s being ready to sup-
port and follow him.

BRAGG'S DISPOSITIONS,

Bragg, however, had already decided to
fight his own battle and not Rosecrans’s. To
| this end he had concentrated heavily on his
left, where Hardee was in command, with
orders to attack McCook at daylight Dec.
41.  Bishop Pope, in his center, strengthened
by McCown's Division, was directed to second
and support Hardee’s attack;- the two corps
moving by a constant right wheel, and
crushing back our routed right upon our
center, seizing first the Wilkinson and then
the Nashville turnpike; interposing between
our army and its supply trains, whenever
they should bave flanked our right and gained
Our rear.

According to Rosecrans’s plan, McCook,
however strongly assailed, was to hold his
position for three hours, receding—if attacked
in overwhelming force—very slowly, and
fighting desperately ; which he had under-
taken to do. But there was a serious mis-
take in the calculation. Before 7 a, m.
Hardee’s Corps burst from the thickets in
McCook’s front and on his right; Cleburne's
four brigades charging vehemently its ex-
treme right, Cheatham’s and McCown's Divis-
ions striking it more directly in front, hurl-
dng back our skirmishers at once on our lines,
and crambling these into a flecing mob with-
in a few minutes.

Of the two brigade commanders in John-
son’s Division, holding our extreme right,

he | captured reporting that Breckinridze's entire |
Mitebell relieved Negley as commandant at | Hartsville disgrace some 150 ou cither side|

-

iefi. Kirk %nis seerely wounded at the first found his safety compromised by a rebel ad-

five ; ‘while Gen. 'Willich fisd his horse killed ' vance on his rear, Halting Cruit’s Brigade,
andd was himsel! ep.ooreds o sudden and  and ordering Col. Grose to face to the rear,
nnexvectet was (hé& atiack that a portion of e opencd tire on the relw 13, and guickly re-
our Dattery horses had hien unitehed from wulsed them: while Col. Hazen, falling back
the gnas and sent o to dridic a lew minutes a siort dis ance. occupied the crest ol a low,
| befors - Fu® guus. & ¢ arse, wee lost wooded Inil between the Nuashville turnpike
- MeCosk atteimntad 10 feorm in the wonds anid milroad, and held it fiemly until Grose,
behind his first nositiol = hat hosoridht was having driven the enemy from his rear, came
tod thoroushly rouged add was chiased ranidly
biek toward our center.s A Lirze port of this
(Johnson's) IHvision was gatiered up as pris- Vgain and again was his pesition assailed:
oners by therebel cavaliy: the res  was of bt eachiattack was repnlsed; and the fight
little atcount during the remainder of the closed on this part of the field with our
. L : I
fight. treops entirely successfal,
McCook’s remaining divisions, upder Jeff! BRECKINRIDGE'S MOVEMENTS
C. Davis and Sheridan, had repulsed sever.] , SR SRl
resolute attaeks on their front, when the Bragihad hrought all his army across the
disappearance of Johnson's Divi<ion enaliled '?ﬂ""k i r"‘.h"{m "”r._n:“h.‘_ ",“_'.I center,
the rehels toreamea in on their flink, compel- Y that l’r_"f“.‘l‘””"l""(".“ ith his '!f‘b:““‘ T
ling them also to give ground; and, though ™Maiged opposiie our left. At 10:30 a. m. he,
repeated eflorts were made by Davis and Lis 20 received an order to advance and attack,
| subordinates 8 biing their men again up to | but he had only moved half a mile when a
the work, theif ﬁwh;iu}; did not amount to PeW order came to detach one or two brigades
oYy o
{ mueh thereafter, ; hriomd linel i
] . . - - _* ': | § L T i3 : ' ¥ wr 4 » - L.
| sheridan’s  Division foueht longer and ! “_: ‘tl“'” I:lxl_ll "_;‘I f‘_””l'! l.n"- .\I- I ‘ l-"“ﬂ"ill ?’t
I better; but of his brigade commanders, Gen. ;' "L“ — T:ll RIRECE ATl [t“t."l"‘ll!im' "":' l;l
- . . = : vielawr wlitle | WLEK ;. AN e one 1o repox O Folk with a
I, W. Sill wax Killed early in tln' day, while Mosst Hanon's: Bricens I S
{ leading u suceesstal charge, and Cels. Roberts | TR S o e 5
and Shaefler at Jaterspdriods—ench falling Moving his remgining brigades, underi
- L Yeoslo o | 8 > » 5 o . - .
dead at the head of his brigade, while charg- | I'reston and Palmer, by the left f}""l‘ he
ing or being charged. ir'rmsr'll the ereek and reported to Polk amll
. Fon  f e ' Brave jus 1 T 5 o . ] ‘o g
This diviston tonght well thronghout: but Bragg just in season h‘: see the I.x:;:\_:[«_.a of |
was pushed back nearly or quite to the Jackson and Adams, which he had previously
Nashville turnpike, with' the 16ss of Hough- | 5¢Dt recoil from an assanlt on our lines,
taling’s and a section.of Bush's battery Adams being among the wounded.
J;v"‘“ a m the div.was apvarently lost Breckinridze was now ordered to charge
. H . ‘. i - e 233 Practaary ! - ¥, . | S p— e o
McCook’s Corps—a full third of our army— | With I'reston’s and Palmer’s Brigades, and
was practically demplished, and the rebel | 41d 80, gaining some ground, but losing con-
cavalry ‘in our rear working its wicked will | Siderably, and finally desisting as night fell
upon our supply trains and stragglers, because the position in his front was too
Nearly half the ground held by our army at | ${rong to be carried by his force. During
daylight had been won by the triumphant | the night he was ordered back, with Palmer’s
enemy, who had now several batteries in

Brigade, to his old position on the rebel
position,- plaving ugon our center, where

othier regiments,

ol

up to his assistance; as did two or thiee |

to the support of Polk, in the center, and he |

f it must have heen lost,
apprised too late of the sudden and utter |

ground in their front; and it had been fairly
proved that the enemy could not take them,
‘even with the help of the 28 we had lost.

| Seo, giving orders for the issue of all the
remaining ammunition, drawing in his left a
lew rods, so that it might rest advantageous-
Iy on the creek, and welcoming and posting
the brigades of Starkweather and Walker,
which had eome up as night fell, he lay down
with his army to await such a New Year's
| Day as it shonld please God to send them.
| Ammmunition being rather scanty, and fresh

!S!lppiim expected, he propesed to keep the

holiday in quiet, unless Brage should decide |

Ji otherwise,
HOW RCSECHANS SAVED THE DAY.

On a calm review of this day’s desperate
fand doubtful earnage, there cannot be a
[ doubt that the battle was saved after it had
' been lost: and that the man whosaved it was
| Willtam 8. Roseerans.  Thousands had done
| nobly—Thomas, Skeridan, Wood, Roussean.
| Palmer, Van Cleve, and others, eminently
o—but the day might have been saved with-
(out any of them; while without Roseerans
It was he who, when

demolition of his right wing, instantly pushed
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Personal Recollections of Soms
Union Officers.

A Stormy Interview with Gen. Sturgis,
| How Miles Keogh Evidenced His
Pluck—With Kautz at Rocky,
Hill—Sanders and His Kid Gloves
Dashing Gen. Wilson,

- - —

BY THEODORE F. ALLEX, CAPTAIN, TTH oHio
CAV.; BREVET COLONEL, U. & VOLS., CIN-
CINNATI, 0.

Thinking the reminiscences of a voluntees
regarding some of the army officers he me#
during the war may be of interest, I have seis
down.such as I cousider most interesting and
characteristic,

I will first reeall Gen. 8. D. Stargis, whe
for a time commanded onr eavalry division
in East Tenvessee. We had been holding
the line of the French Broad River, with our
cavalry pickets guarding the fords, with
Longstreet’s command on the oppesite side
of the river. For reasens not known to me
Gen. Sturgis withdrew his forces from this
line, and at daylight ene day the entire di-
vision of cavalry fell back slewly, At thas
time I was Adjutant of the 7th Obio Cav.
Three companies of my regiment had beenon
picket-duty at the fords of the river. Twe
of ghese companies were dnly relieved by
Gen. Sturgis, and reported back promptly to
the regiment. The thind company did noé
report. After the division had fallen back
some three or four miles I was much dige
turbed regarding the safety of this pickes
company—F of my regiment, Capt. Eyler
and Lieut. Dryden. In a hot-headed way I
remarked that Gen. Sturgis was sacrificiog
his pickets in the movement then in progress.

Without my knowledge this remark was
carried to Gen. Sturgis, or at all events
reached him in some way. Soon after a
message was received from Division Head-
quarters, directing the Adjutant of the 7thy
Ohio Cav. to report in persen immediately to
Gen. Stargis. I galloped over to the road
Gen. Sturgis was marching on, and soom
found him sittin- on a fence waiting for me.
I rode up to him. salated, and informed himy
that I was the Adjutant of the 7th Ohio Cav.,
under orders to report to him.

He immediately exploded in language thas
was plain, asking (with a blue and sulph
rous vocabulary of adjectives) what
meant b3 ecircalating the report that he was
sacrificing his pickets in the movement them
in progress.

At that time I stood in awe of so great »
person a= the Division Commander, and for a
few seconds was short of hreath to make
reply. But I had a tolerably good vocabu-
lary of * cuss-words” of my own, and as
soon as I could get my breath I begam letting
them out, and told the General in his ows
Ianguage that the explanation of my rem
could be found in the fact that of enti
company of my regiment under Caph Eylés
and Lieut. Dryden was standing pitlet a8
Jones’s Mill, on the French Brosd# River,
now some five miles to our rear, asd know-
ing these two officers as [ did, I cowld say
ta him that they would stay lotger than
Casabianca bad stayed on the burting deck.

Gen. Stargis was about as much swrprised
by this answer as I had been by his remsarks
to me, but'instantly said:

“That is all I want of you now. I stop
the division right here and will send” baek a
regiment after that picket company:’’ He
then turned to his Inspector-Geners), amd
with a flow of ** words * took him shasply to
task for failure to relieve this picket com-
pany, and immediately sent one of the Michi-
| gan regiments back at a smart gait to bring
in Capt. Eyler’s company,

The entire division was halted, and in doe
time the regiment eame back, bringing the
company with them. Gen. Storgis said
nothing further to me at that time, and T re-
turned to my regiment. The next morning,
while we were on the march. Gen. Stargis
came over to the road we were moving on.
Standing on the roadside he asked for the Tth
Ohio Cav., and being informed that we were
| approaching, he awaited our coming. As I
. rode up he came toward me, and in band-

| some manner raised his hat and said:

**Good morning, Adjutant.
are well.”
That was all; and that was enough. I

I hope yom

up Roussean from his center to its relief and | always had a liking for Gen. Sturgis from

hurried across Van Cleve's and other divis-
ions from the left to stay the tide of rebel
It was he who—Van Cleve having
Jjust fallen—led the charge by a part of his
division, which finally arrested the rebels and

success.

forthwith emulating his example, charging
desperately the enemy in his front, and hurl-
ing them back into the cedars with fearful
loss on both sides, but with prisoners taken
by ours only.

When, later in the day, the storm of hatile
rolled around to our center and left, falling
heavily on Palmer's and Wood’s Divisions,
Rosecrans was there, directing, encouraging,

repelled their advance on our richt, Ronssean |

this our first meeting, described above, till
the day he left us.
CAPT. MILES KEOGIT.

This young Irishman eame to us as an Aid-
de-Camp on the staff of Gen. Stoneman, who
for a time commanded our division: - At that
time we considered ourselves veterans, having
served two years, and were a good deal dis-
posed to resent the presence of newecomers.
We did not like the style of Capt. Miles
Keogh; there was altogether too much style.
He was as handsome a young man as I ever
saw, then, I should say, about 23 or 24 years
of age. He rode a horse like a Centanr. He
had a fresh Irish complexion like the pink

right.
Negley’s Division ok Thomas’s Corps was ,Gen, Wood, whn_ wag in command ."f ey
desperately engageds with its ammunition | 4ivision thus assailed, was W[)!ll‘l(lt‘q in the
nearly expended, its artillery horses disabled, foot at-10 a. m., but remained in the_.mddle
and a heavy rebel!colamn pushing in be- till evening, when he turned over his com-
tween it and< whatSwas left of McCook’s

mand to Gen. M. S. Haseall. Though he had
Corps, with infént tofurround sfid capture it. been obliged early in the fight to spare Has-

call’'s and Harker’s Brigades to the relief of
the center and right, he held his ground
nobly through the day, his batteries replying
forcibly to these with which the enemy an-
noyed us from the hights south of the river,
and his infantry repelling every charge made
by the enemy.

Belore night, Estep’s battery, which, with
Cox’s, had been splendidly served through-
out, bad lost so heavily that a detail of in-
fantry was required to aid in working its
guns. Bradley's 6th Ohio battery at one
time lost two of its guns, but they were sub-
sequently recaptured by the 13th Mich.

WITHSTANDING REBEL ASSAULT.

Night fell on our army successful against
every attempt which had for some hours been
made to drive it, but with little reason for
exultation. It had lost since daylight, in-
cluding stragglers, at least one-fourth of its
numbers, with an equal proportion of its
guns, It had lost half the ground on which
it was encamped in the morping, and the
rebel cavalry were on its line of communica-
tions, making free with its baggage and sup-
plies.

Almost any General but Rosecrans would
have supposed that there was but one point
now to be considered—how, _to get back to
Nashville with the least additional loss. But
Rosecrans took stock of his ammunition, and
found that there was enough left for another
battle, so he resolved to stay. His guns were
now well posted, and had the range of the

GALLANT REGULARS,

This compelled Negley to recoil; when
Gen. Rousseau, pdshing up his reserve
division to the front, sent Maj. Ring’s
battalion of Regulars to' Negley’s assistance.
The Regulars' madé. a' most gallant and
effective charge, losifig heavily, but render-
ing admirable serviee.

The weight of the rebel attack had by
this time fallen wholly od Thomas, command-
ing our center; Shéridin, entirely out of
ammunition, falling &tilE farther to the rear,
and the trinmphant rebi:! pressing on until
they bad reached o pésitfon which gave them
a concentrie ¢ e at short range on
Negley’s and Rousseatn’s Divisions,

This compelled Thomas to withdraw them
from the cedar woads to more open and
favorable ground; his artillery holding a
ridge on the right (south) of the Nashville
turnpike. In execating this movement, the
Rezulars, Lieat.-Col. Shepherd, were brought
under a murderous fire, .by which they lost
530 men. But the gropnd mow taken was
held; our batteries here goncentrated, and
the rebels’ progress finally arrested; their
repeated attempts tq advance out of the
cedar thicket on”our!right and front being
defeated with great slanghter.

Palmer’s Division, holding the right of
our left wing, had advanced, at 8 a. m., to
support Negley's movement, covering his
left; but had not proceeded far when Palmer

steadying; though the head of his Chief of
Stafl, Garesche, was blown to pieces by a
shell while riding by the General’s side, and
three or four others of bis stafl or escort were
wounded—one of them mortally—and as
many more lost their horses. To Garesche,
he was deeply attached—they two being
Roman Catholies, as were none other of his
military family—but he was too intent on his
work to seem to heed the fall of his beloved
friend. And when another of the staff said
to him:

**Garesche is dead,” ‘‘I am very sorry,
was the quiet response, *‘ but we cannot heip
it.”” Soon word came (erroneously), *‘ Me-
Cook is killed.”” **We cannot Lelp it,”” was
the General’s calm reply; ‘‘this battle must
be won,”’ )

And it was won. Before sunset, the rebels
had tried him on every side, and been heaten
back—with fearful carnage, indeed, but no
greater on our side than on theirs—their ad-
vantage being confined to our loss of guns
and prisoners in the morning, consequent on
MecCook’s sndden, overwhelming disaster.

In the fighting since 11 o'clock, the carnage
had been greater on the side of the rebels;
and they had lost confidence, if not ground.
At 9 a. m., they bad supposed our army-in
their hands; at sunset, Bragg had enough to
do to save his own. Says Rosecrans, in his
official report:

““The day closed, leaving us master af
the original ground on our left, and our nne
advantageously posted, with open ground in
front, swept at all points by our artillery.
We had lost heavily in killed and wonnded,
and a considerable number in stragglers and

side of a ripe peach—more like the complex-
ion of a 16-year-old girl than of a cavalry
soldier. His uniform was spotless, and fitted
him like the skin on a sausage, and if there
had been any more of the man or any less of
the uniform it would have been a misfit.

We were told that he was from the Pope's
body-guard. We were not caring much in
those days for the Pope or his body-guard,
and, at all events, we did not care much for
Capt. Keogh, and particularly did not like
hisstyle. Wegave him the ** cold shounlder,”
and as he passed us side remarks were made,
such as, *‘I wonder if his mother cuts his
hair?" ““What laundry do you think he
patronizes?”’ ete., and nobody permitted him
to drink from their canteen.

One day not Jong after Keogh joined us we
got into an argument with the enemy’s cav-
alry, and found particular difficulty in driv-
ing them from a wooded kunoll which com-
manded our position. Two or three unsoe-
cessful efforts had been made, but the enemy
continued to hold the position. Scon Capt.
Keogh came galloping to our front with an
order from Gen. Stoneman directing us to
drive the enemy from the position referred to.
After delivering this order, Keogh said that
be bad permission from Gen. Stoneman to
ask for the command of the force that was to
carry ont this order.

A battalion of four companies (nearly 300
men) was placed at his disposal. In column
of companies he started at a brisk trot, and
getting under fire, raised himself in his stir-
rups, and, with cap in bund, turned to the
battalion, eried ont:

** Hip, hip, hurrah, boys: here we go! "
Breaking into a gallop, the battalion, with

{Continued on seventh page.)

Keogh well in the lead, charged oa the




